Two Napiers Wounded                [1810
the bottom of the British position, " and even leaning over
to shake hands with each other*'.1
We spoke to each other as though we were the greatest friends [says
George Napier] and without the least animosity or angry feeling . . .
Very soon Lord Wellington, finding we remained as he thought too
long below, ordered the bugles to sound the retreat, and the French
general having done the same, off scampered the soldiers of each army
. . . like a parcel of schoolboys called in from play by their master*2
In this action were wounded two of Lord Wellington's
favourite officers, Charles and George Napier, and in spite
of his many preoccupations the Commander-in-Chief found
time to write a personal letter to their mother apprizing her
of their condition*
I am concerned to be again the channel of conveying to you intelligence
of a distressing nature pie informed her], but you received the last which
I communicated to you in a manner so becoming yourself that I have
less reluctance in writing to you than I had on the former occasion,
although the cause is more serious. The army was engaged with the
enemy on the 27th, and your sons Charles and George were wounded.
I saw the former after he was wounded, and he was well and m good
spirits, although he had a severe but not a dangerous wound in the jaw.
George is wounded in the hip, but very slightly and both are doing well.3
On the night of the battle the British troops lay under arms
as a further attack was expected on the morrow.
It did not, however, materialize, for Massena had another
plan, and towards evening withdrew his army from before
Busaco, and set it marching across the mountains to turn the
Allies' left.
But he was not quick enough to steal a march, for as his
troops were moving off,
. . . Wellington arrived from the right, and looked at the distant
columns with great earnestness; he seemed uneasy, his countenance
wore a fierce angry expression, and suddenly mounting his horse he rode
1 Skerer, Recollections, jp. no.
2 Sir George Napier^ pp. z^
*Life of Sir Wm. Napier, p. 31
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